
Town of Acton Commissionon Disability
Minutes
October 13,2011
Acton Town Hall, Room 204
7:00pm

Members Present:JohnBrako, Lisa Franklin,Chair,andBrendaViola, Treasurerand
WenLi
Member Absent: Danny Factor, SecretaryandJoyKohout
Guests:Ann Brako

Meetingwascalledto orderby Chair,LisaFranklinat 7:12 pm.
Minutes from September8th wereacceptedwith corrections.

Documents: 521 CMR: AAB, 22.00(link: www.mass.gov,2006)
Acton 2020, GoalsandObjectives(Docushare,Acton PlanningDepartment)
AAB, ExchangeHall Correspondence9-19-11(Docushare,COD, Variances)

Treasurer’s Report:
Fund—Series-l000-GeneralFund:
BeginningBalance:2012Budget $1,468.00
Expenditures:9-19-11for CAM Training (WenLi) $ 15.00

9-23-11for OutdoorCanopy $ 79.68
10-4-11for BrochureHolders(6) $ 21.62

EndingBalance:10-13-11 $1,351.70
FundSeries-3000-SpecialFunds:
Gift Fund-3061(549)
CurrentBalance: $1,049.47
Gift Fund-3148 (251)
CurrentBalance: $ 237.47

For The Record:
• Johnhasagreedto betheliaisonto theVeteran’sAdministration.
• Idyiwilde: hasmovedthecarts,butplacedadisplayin theaccessaisle.
o Mia Bella Candy Box: is nowopen.It is accessibleinsidethestore.Theentranceis

notwide enoughdueto theopeningmechanism.Thethresholdis too high. Lisa
talkedwith theownerandsheis agreeableandeagerto makeherstoreaccessible.
Frankis goingto discussoptionswith her.

• Community Education Class:Receivedacopy ofacomplaintlettersentto Erin
Bettez,DirectorofCommunityEducationfrom awomanwho usesawheelchairwho
couldnotaccessaprivateresidencewheretheclasswasbeingheld.Theclassis
beingmovedto anaccessiblehigh schoolclassroom. LisacalledMOD (Mass.Office
on Disability) who said anythingofferedby theTowncannot be exclusionary.Lisa
calledLiza Huberto setup anappointmentwith ErinandLiza to discussinclusion
andaccess.



• October l2~Meetingwith Town Moderator at 1:00pm: Lisametwith Don
MacKenzie,TownModeratorandEvaSzkaradek,TownClerkto discussaccess
issuesat TownMeeting.Don saidhecouldmakeaccommodationsif heknowsin
advance.Lisagavehim theWebsiteandhasrequesteda CART demonstrationfrom
the MCDHH (Mass.CommissionDeafandHardofHearing).Don suggestedwe
write a letterto theLeagueof WomenVotersto do astudy aboutaccessibilityat
TownMeetings.

Topics:
o Oktoberfest:
Usecanopyno matterwhattheweather
Havean extrachairasarestingplace,this providesan inviting environmentto discuss
issues
Coffeewouldbenice,butwe do not haveapowersourcenearthis site
Posterasthis attractspeopleandpromotesconversation
Sidewalkboardsaying,this way”ToDiscussIssues”pertainingto disability rights
EventCalendar
Requesttablenotnextto someoneplayingmusic.Needa quieterspacefor discussion.
Needupdatedcopiesof Town’sresourcelist.
MakeaCOD banner.A suggestionwasmadeto purchaseone.
• ExchangeHall, 2 SchoolStreet: We reviewedtheCorrespondence9-19-11. The

letter included“theupdatedinventoryofAAB regulationsthatarein violation ofthe
code,arequestfor variances,planswith doornumbers,andpicturesofvariousareas
thatarerelevantto theseitems anda letterfrom his (GlennBerger)accountant,Clark
Taylor,CPA regardingthesustainedlossfor ExchangeHall for 2010.” Further
discussionfor aresponseletterwastableduntil we do asitevisit for clarificationof
accessibilityissues.Lisawill call Glennto setup a sitevisit.

• Parking Fines:Finesarein effect.Effective datewasunknown,checkwith Janet.
o HP Spot in WestActon: We discussedpossibleoptionsfor locations.Thebesttwo

optionsare:1.) on the cornerofRt. llland WindsorAve. and2.) Onthe cornerofRI.
111 andCentralSt. Number 1 spaceis closerto theresidentswho live in adjacent
apartments,nearthecrosswalk, middleofWestActoncenter,andis acrossthestreet
from thePharmacy.Number2 spaceis nearthestop light crosswalk for safer
crossing,on thesamesideofthestreetasbandandpharmacy,accessto businesseson
both sidesof streetvia safercrossingat lights,andis closerto thechurches.Since
bothoptionshaveequalmerit,ourdiscussionwarrantedclaimsto haveboth HP
spaces.We unanimouslyvoted to recommendbothspacesto the Highway
Department.Lisa will contactthemwith ourproposal.

• Dining Guide:View anotherguideby theAging andDisability Resource
ConsortiumofGreaterNorthShorevia IndependentLiving CenteroftheNorth Shore
andCapeAnn, ~

• SchoolscontactDr. Mills for meetingappointment:Tabled
• Acton 2020Vision: Part of Plan: Making Connectionsand Diversity

We reviewedourownpreviouslysuggestedgoalsfor 2020.At the October
12

th

Meeting,theCommitteewantsinputfrom the COD to rewordandincludestrategies
on InclusionandDiversity.



Objective5.4: SupportCitizenswith Disabilitiesparticipatingin thecommunity.
• Apply UniversalDesignPrinciplesto newtown facilities andin development

guidelines.
• Reviewphysicalaccessthatbenefitsall, will includenotethatthis is in addition

to requirementsADA andAAB andredotransitionplans
• Supportjob training andcareercounselingopportunitiesfor disabledindividuals,

addcommitmentfrom town (like State)to hirea certainpercentageof PWT)
throughoutall departments?

• Muchof discussioncenteredaroundtheneedsofPWD
• Ofseniorsandmotherswith youngchildrenandthepossibilityof building anew

seniorcenterand/orcommunitycenter.In Towndiscussions,aproposalhasbeen
madeforthe constructionofanewseniorcenteror communitycenter.Seniors
reportedthatthe COA Boardfeelsthatotherscanusethecenterafterhours.If a
newseniorcenteris built, thentheold onecanbe designatedasacommunity
center.Someideasfrom this coversneedsof PWD asdo thegoalsfor increasing
connectionsbetweencitizens.

• More specificissuesandconcernsfor PWD wereincludedwithin thehousingand
transportationsectionsbut otherwisetheonly specificnoteto ourconstituency
wasin askingfor amoresensitiveword than“walking andbiking” when
indicatingdistancesbetweenneighborhoodsandmeetingspaces.

• Note: I (Lisa)feel the2020Committeehasbeenopenandinviting to our
contributionsandthatwehavenotmadeaseriousenoughcasefor theneedsin
ourcommunitysothat it hasbecomeatop concernfor theoverallproject.There
is still timeto submitfurthercorrectionsand suggestionsto thegroupbefore
November

9
th presentationto thetownat large.

Meetingwasadjournedat9:05 pm

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary


